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Docket No.: 



RESPONSE TO DECISION ON PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 



Mail Stop Petitions 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

This Response is being filed responsive to the Decision on Petition to Make 
Special dated February 26, 2007. In the Decision, the USPTO dismissed Applicants' 
Petition to Make Special because Applicants' submission did not comply with item (E) 
of M.P.E.P. § 708.02, Section VIII. At page 2 of the Decision on Petition to Make 
Special, the USPTO stated that the Petition to Make Special was dismissed because 
the petition fails to provide a discussion of how amended claim 1 and new claims 
claims 35-40 are "patentable over the references." 

To overcome this deficiency, Applicants hereby submit the following: 

An International Search Report (copy enclosed) for international application 
no. PCT/JP03/12402 ('12402) revealed the following prior art references: 

Asai - JP 2002-141953 A 
Honda et al. - JP 2002-149970 A 
Shimoyama - JP 2001-356973 A 
Takeda - JP 2001-326695 A 
Takechi et al. - JP 3445986 Bl 
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The claims of 12402 are similar in scope to claims 1 and 35-40 of the present 
application. The present Application is patentably distinguishable over these 
references. 

With regard to claim 1, neither Honda et al., Shimoya, Asai, Takeda, Takechi 
et al., nor their combination disclose or suggest, 

...the electronic equipment comprising:... 

an index information holding section holding index information 
that is information for obtaining an electronic equipment identifier; and 

a send information sending section for obtaining index 
information from the index information holding section and sends send 
information containing the index information to the server device, and 

the server device comprising 

an electronic equipment address related information storage 
section storing one or more pieces of electronic equipment related 
information 

a send information receiving section for receiving the send 
information from the electronic equipment; and 

an information accessing section for obtaining the electronic 
equipment identifier based on the index information contained in the 
send information received by the send information receiving section. 

Asai includes a LAN terminal and a SALd (Service Access Device List Demon), 
that includes server capabilities. The LAN terminal (IP terminal 1,311) registers the 
name (<service name>) of the LAN terminal and the port number (<interior ports 
number>) of the NAT (Network address translator) connected to the LAN terminal. 
(Para. [0048] and Fig. 13). As recited in claim 1 of the present application, the 
electronic equipment 11 holds index information that is information for obtaining 
an electronic equipment identifier and sends information containing the index 
information to the server device 11. The server device 11 obtains the electronic 
equipment identifier based on the index information. (Fig. 18). Applicants' 
claimed features are advantageous over the prior art because the LAN terminals are 
distinguished from each other. 

Honda et al. includes a server device 100 and a client system 200 that are 
connected to each other. The client system 200 is equipped with an index DB227 in 
which the index information is accommodated. The server device 100 is equipped 
with company information DB 110 in which the credibility information is 
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accommodated while it is related to the index information, a TEL register DB 120, an 
address register DB 130 and a credibility investigation processing part 141 to acquire 
the credibility information on the basis of the index information transmitted from the 
client system 200. (Fig. 1). As recited in claim 1 of the present application, the 
electronic equipment holds index information that is information for obtaining an 
electronic equipment identifier. Honda does not disclose or suggest these 
features. 

Shimoyama includes a server agent 2 that is arranged on the inside of the 
firewall and a repeating proxy 1 for repeating connection between a client 4 and the 
agent 2 is arranged on the outside of the firewall. A first communication channel 61 
is set in the proxy 1 from the agent 2. A second communication channel 62 is set in 
the proxy 1 from the client 4 (S5). The proxy 1 informs the agent 2 of the 
information of an access from the client 4 (S7). The agent 2 sets up a third 
communication channel 63 to be a communication channel capable of accessing the 
server 3 in the proxy 1 (S10). The second communication channel 62 is connected 
to the third communication channel. (Fig. 3). As recited in claim 1 of the present 
application, the electronic equipment 11 holds index information that is information 
for obtaining an electronic equipment identifier and sends information containing the 
index information to the server device 11. The server device 11 obtains the 
electronic equipment identifier based on the index information. (Fig. 18). 
Shimoyama does not disclose or suggest these features. 

Takeda includes an internet terminal 1300 connected to the internet 1700. 
The internet terminal 1300 communicates with a PC 1400 or a VTR 1500 as a private 
terminal. A connection server unit 1200 connected to the internet authenticates the 
communication to the private network 1600. The gateway unit 1100 receives only 
an encrypted packet from the connection server unit 1200 to maintain security of the 
private network 1600 and to reduce the the processing load of the gateway unit 
1100 to a low level. (Fig. 1). As recited in claim 1 of the present application, the 
electronic equipment 11 holds index information that is information for obtaining an 
electronic equipment identifier and sends information containing the index 
information to the server device 11. The server device 11 obtains the electronic 
equipment identifier based on the index information. (Fig. 18). Takeda does not 
disclose or suggest these features. 
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Takechi et al. includes a device 101 that periodically transmits a user data 
protocol (UDP) packet to a server 104. The server 104 sends a communication as a 
return packet to the UDP packet when needed to communicate to the 101 beyond 
network address translator (NAT). The server 104 sends a connection request 111 
from the server 104 and performs TCP connection to the server 104. The server 104 
controls communications (114-117) between a terminal 102 and the device 101 on 
the established TCP. (Figs. 1 and 2). As recited in claim 1 of the present 
application, the electronic equipment 11 holds index information that is information 
for obtaining an electronic equipment identifier and sends information containing the 
index information to the server device 11. The server device 11 obtains the 
electronic equipment identifier based on the index information. (Fig. 18). Takechi et 
al. does not disclose or suggest these features. 

Claims 36 and 39, while not identical to claim 1, includes features similar to 
those set forth above with regard to claim 1. Thus, claims 36 and 39 are also 
allowable over the art of record for reasons similar to those set forth above with 
regard to claim 1. 

Claims 35, 37-38 and 40 which include all of the features of their respective 
base claims, are patentably distinguishable over the prior art references for the 
reasons described above with respect to their base claims. 

Thus, this application qualifies for Accelerated Examination under M.P.E.P. § 
708.02, Section VIII. 



Dated: April 26, 2007 



LEA/DFD/ds 



Enclosures: International Searcl 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, 
with sufficient postage, in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on: 

April 26, 2007 

Deborah Spratt <^pj^l> ^X^ruX^T 
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